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Bana was angry. He got on to his chariot to attack Krishna. He
drew 500 hows in his thousand hands and let loose two arrows
from each bow. But the thousand arrows were child's play for
Hari who with one stroke cut all the bows as also Bana, the
chariot, the horses. He then blew on the conch. Hearing the
loud noise of the conch, Bana's mother came rushing to save
the life of her son. She stood before Krishna with dishevelled
hair and prayed for her son's life. Bana then let loose a spirit of
fever three headed and three footed which set as it were the ten
directions on fire. On seeing that Narayana set His fever on it.
The two fevers viz. that of Narayana and that of Bana fought
The fever of Bana had still not bated. He gathered all sorts of
weapons with his 1000 hands and in a frenzy let lose his arrows
at Krishna. Krishna then let loose the discus which cut off his
arms as if they were branches of a huge tree, As the arms were
being cut, Siva came running to the rescue of His devotee. He
pleaded with Vishnu and said that Bana was His devotee and
that He had assured him of protection. He therefore requested
Narayana to forgive him. Narayana then said that He would not
kill the asura as He had promised Prahlada that no descendents
of his will ever be slained by him. As the asura was VIrochana's
son's son, Narayana told Siva that He had cut down the arms
only to humble his .pride and to reduce the burden on Mother
Earth. He said he would allow Bana to have four of his arms ia
tact and that because he was a SivaBhakta, the asura would have
nothing to fear from anybody in future. The asura then fell at
the feet of Krishna. He brought Pradyumnan's son Aniruddha
and his daughter Usha to Krishna. He agreed to their marriage.
Thus, Krishna used Sudarsana to humble Bana, the asura.
Peyalwar summarises this incident in a small pasuram. ft
is given below:
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